
Parents and Guildford City’s Duty of Care re Swimmers during and after Swimming Sessions 
 
1.  The ASA view is that each affiliated club has a duty of reasonable care to swimmers, which 
extends to  an awareness on the part of the club that their Junior members have been collected in so 
far as is possible at the conclusion of a session .  That a swimmer should not be left unsupervised if a 
parent is late.  The ASA also recognise that this has to be age appropriate. 
 
2.  Children up to the Age of 7 (or older if deemed necessary by parent/Club) 
Parents must remain on poolside for the duration of the class, therefore ensuring that they collect 
their child promptly at the end of the session from the area designated by the Club. 
 
3.  Children aged 8 and over 
Parents are advised to stay within the confines of the building and must meet their child promptly at 
the end of the session from the designated area.  However the Club also realises that this is not 
always practical for busy parents particularly where sessions are over an hour.  If a parent wishes to 
leave the building, arrangements should be made with another responsible adult to collect the child 
promptly at the end of the session should they be delayed.  If this has not been done and the parent 
is unavoidably delayed the parent must make every effort to contact the venue, coach or another 
parent at the session so that the child and coach can be informed and a suitable waiting place found 
for the child. Children between the age of 8 and 12 (or older if parent and coach deem necessary) 
should be advised to return to the coach (if available) or to reception  if the parent does not turn up 
and no contact has been made. 
 
Children of Secondary School Age 
4.  Many older children may have mobile phones and in such circumstances can be contacted by 
their parents.  Parents must decide themselves whether those children need supervising  (for 
instance children of Secondary school age) and set out with their child their own plan of action 
should they fail to pick up promptly at the end of the session. 
   
Parents and Coaches Responsibilities 
5.  Similarly parents must ensure that if they fail to collect the child at all and no contact has been 
made, the child should know that they need to attempt to contact their coach (or any coach if they 
are not available) and let them know the situation.  It is particularly important for this to happen in 
large venues such as SSP, Spectrum or the Garrison as coaches cannot search the venues to ensure 
all children have been collected.  If a Guildford City Coach is not available at these venues then the 
swimmer should report to reception. Coaches should follow the guidance in the Coaches duty re 
Failure of Parent to Collect Child in Wavepower Section 2 page 81.   
 
 
[Where the word Parent is used– please read guardian or other responsible adult] 
 


